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some of the Indian women are pregnant by these
same Spaniards, they sell them without any conscience.
Then the merchants carry them elsewhere and sell them
again. Others are sent to the island of Spagnuola, filling
with them some large vessels built like caravels. They
carry them under the deck, and being nearly all people cap-
tured inland, they suffer severely the sea horrors, and not
being allowed to move out of those sinks, what with their sick-
ness and their other wants, they have to stand in the filth like
animals ; and the sea often being calm, water and other pro-
visions fail them, so that the poor wretches, oppressed by the
heat, the stench, the thirst, and the crowding, miserably ex-
pire there below.1 Now all that country around the Gulf of
Paria and other places are no longer inhabited by the
Spaniards, because there are no more pearls nor gold, and
the pearl fishery is at an end; so that having no other
subsidy but that of slaves, and few of them, and the em-
peror having restored the natives to liberty, the Spaniards
have retired to other countries.
Returning then to Amaracapanna, a few days after our
arrival, there came an order from the Royal Court of San
Domingo, that Governor Geronyrno de Ortal, for a certain
crime that he had committed, should be seized, and with a
good guard be sent safely to the Isla Spagnola / and thus he
failed in Ms promise of a journey and of making me rich.
Also, from having changed my country and my food, as well
as from the great heat and bad sleeping, and having imbibed
much humidity from the earth, I fell sick, and had it not
been for one Anthony de' Castigliani, a noble French priest,
who, for his integrity and liberality, as well as for his
1 Had Benzoni been an accredited disciple of the worthy Las Gasas,
he could not have shewn up the horrible conduct of the Spanish mis-
creants in a more revolting view, than through the whole narrative of
his adventures on the Pearl Coast. The letter 0, with which the
wretched slaves were branded, was doubtless the initial of Charles V.
(Trans.)